
BRITISH LIBRARY EXTENSION
CONSTRUCTION WORKING GROUP MEETING  

18 MAY 2026



Introductions

Minutes of the last meeting

• Matters arising

Works update

• Construction Management Plan update

• Complaints, enquiries, activations

• Site accommodation installation dates

AOB

C O N S T R U C T I O N  W O R K I N G  G R O U P  - A G E N D A   



I N T R O D U C T I O N S

• Welcome

• Introductions

• Apologies

• Jim Allen

• Ann Stannard

• Charles Walford

• Sarah Wright

• Housekeeping



MINUTES OF THE 

LAST MEETING
C H A I R



M I N U T E S

• To APPROVE the minutes of the April 2026 meeting

• Matters arising

• To receive an update following the discussions at the last meeting (Salima 

Abdallah)

• To provide feedback on the May Construction update (David Demolder)



Residents' Social Values Group
British Library Extension Project

Our journey — May to September 2026

May

Laying the
Foundations

We define the 
purpose of the group, 
the values we want to 
explore, and what a 
meaningful role looks 
like.

June

Spreading
the Word

We reach out across 
Somers Town, sharing 
what we're building 
and inviting people to 
find out more.

July

Come
Together

An open community 
workshop — a chance 
to shape how the 
group will work before 
anyone signs up.

August

Introduction
Session

Prospective members 
hear what the role 
involves, ask 
questions, and share 
what matters most to 
them.

September

Group
Confirmed

Members are 
welcomed in and the 
group is ready. First 
meeting planned for 
October 2026.

British Library Extension Project · Community Engagement



the Social Value Framework structure

British Library Extension Project · Community Engagement

British Library Extension Project



C O N S T R U C T I O N  U P D A T E  -  C O M M E N T S



WORKS UPDATE

G R A H A M  B A R T E R



S I T E  -  C O N T E X T  



M A Y  2 6

• Site Establishment

• Existing cameras removed (15 & 46)

• Cast base w/c 5th May

• Move camera w/c 11th May

• Gabions removal – Commence car 

parking 26th May

• Investigations along Dangoor Walk

• Existing FCI Fire Main

• FCI Electric Feeds to Light

• Locate existing L wall Toe

• Midland Road hoardings extended

Library Muster 

Point

Gabions 

removed

Hoarding 

extended

Drainage 

ModificationsGabions 

removed

Existing 

cameras 

removed

Dangoor Walk 

Investigation Work

Clear 

remaining 

Slabs & 

Foundations



J U N E  ( 1 S T  H A L F )

Extend 

Water main 

to new 

hydrant 

position

Gabions 

removed

• Pile enabling to Ossulston Street

• Removal of vaults 

• Boundary Retention

• Paving to under croft removed

• Extend water main to new hydrant 

position

• Library fire escape ramp installed

• Amend dry riser inlets 

• Sign relocated

• Midland Road CCTV Cameras

• Remove Existing

Library 

Fence 

panels 

removed

Library  Muster 

Point

Stair 39, 24, 12 Exit 

via Midland Rd

Forming 

temp car 

parking 

spaces

Commence 

hoarding around 

accommodation

Paving and brick walls  

removed

Pile Enabling 

to Ossulston 

Street

Library Fire Escape 

Ramp Installed

Planters 

and 

Salvage

Sign to be 

relocated

Gate 

Relocated



J U N E  ( 2 N D  H A L F )

Fire Escape 

Works ongoing

Stair 39, 24, 12 Exit 

via Midland Rd

• Disabled ramp from existing loading 

bay fire escape route closed end of 

June

• New temporary loading bay works 

commence

• Muster Point relocated

• Temporary British Library car parking 

available

• MOE Ramp Complete

• Northern walkway complete

• Local hoardings complete

• Midland Road Flexislab in progress

• MEP Alterations

• Drainage Alterations

• Loading bay drainage

• Bike Relocation 

• Cycle stands to Ossulston 

Street installed and available

• Phase 1 Accommodation ground works 

commence

Temp car 

parking 

spaces 

Open

Drainage 

Diversions 

complete

Phase 1 

Accommodation 

Ground works

Flexislab 

Construction

Boundary wall 

demolition

Pile Enabling

Planters 

and 

Salvage

Form New Temp 

Loading Bay Commences



J U L Y  2 6  ( 1 S T  H A L F )

Form New Temp 

Loading Bay Ongoing

• Isolating the Pepper Pot & Reading 

Room (hoarding within reading 

room) 

• Decommission UKPN Substation – 

parking bay suspensions for limited 

time – TBC by UKPN

• Bike shed removed

• Pile enabling commence

Construct 

temporary RC slab

Stair 39, 24, 12 Exit 

via Midland Rd

Phase 1 

Accommodation 

Ground works

Temp 

Pumping 

Chamber 

Built

Bike shed 

Removed

Flexislab 

Construction

Reading Room 

Hoarding OOH

Pepper Pot 

Enabling works

New 

Substation 

Built

Boundary wall 

demolition

Decommission 

sub station

Pile enabling



J U L Y  2 6  ( 2 N D  H A L F )

• UKPN Substation decommission 

complete 

• Acoustic screen installed 

• Pepper Pot demolition commences

• Phase 1 Accommodation

• Foundations complete

• Cabin installation

• Library fire escapes to Midland Road 

commences

• Midland Road TBS base built

Construct Library 

Fire Escape 

From terrace and 

Stair 39

Form New Temp 

Loading Bay Ongoing

Pepper Pot 

demolition 

commences

Erection of acoustic 

screen

Obstructions

removal

Obstructions

removed

TBS Base 

Built

Phase 1 Cabins 

installation

Boundary wall 

demolition

Decommission 

sub station

Flexislab 

Construction



W O R K S  U P D A T E S

• Complaints, enquiries and monitor activations (David Carter)

• Update on Construction Management Plan (David Carter)

• Installation of site accommodation cabins

• To note this is currently planned for w/c 20th July



A N Y  O T H E R  B U S I N E S S

• Any other business

• Next meeting date Monday 15 June 2026



macegroup.com

Copyright © 2023
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